Case 3:19-cv-01719 Document 1 Filed 07/26/19 Page lot4 


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

$445.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


CIVIL NO. 19- 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

TO THE HONORABLE COURT: 

COMES NOW, plaintiff, the United States of America, by and through its undersigned 
attorneys, Rosa Emilia Rodriguez-Velez, United States Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico 
and Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo, Assistant United States Attorney, Chief Civil Division, brings this 
complaint and alleges as follows in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce the provisions of Title 21, United States 
Code. Sections 841(a)(1), 881(a)(6). 

DEFENDANT IN REM 

2. The defendant currency seized by an officer of the United States Customs and Border 
Protection (“CBP”) and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement-Homeland Security 
Investigations (“ICE-HSI”), consists of $445.00 in U.S. currency. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States 
pursuant to Title 28 United States Code, Section 1345; over an action for forfeiture 
pursuant to Title 28, United States Code , Section 1355; and over this particular action 
pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Sections 841 and 881. 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to Title 28, United 
States Code, Section 1355(b)(1)(A) (acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture 
occurred in this district) and Section 1355(b)(1)(B) (the defendant currency is found in this 
district). 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 
1355(b)(1)(A) (acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district) and 
Section 1395 (the defendant currency is found in this district). 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce the provisions of Title 21, United States 
Code, Section 841 (Unlawful acts) and Section 881(a)(6) (all moneys, negotiable, 
instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by 
any person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation of this 
subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this 
chapter). 

FACTS 

7. The facts and circumstances supporting the seizure and forfeiture of the defendant currency 
are contained in the Title 28, United States Code, Section 1746 unsworn declaration of the 
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement-Homeland Security Investigations (“ICE-HSI”), 

Special Agent, Pedro N. Lopez attached hereto, and incorporated herein as if fully stated. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant currency be issued; that due notice be given to all parties to appear and show cause why 
the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment be entered declaring the defendant currency 
condemned and forfeited to the United States of America for disposition according to law; and that 
the United States of America be granted such other and further relief as this Court may deem just 
and proper, together with the costs and disbursements of this action. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 



ROSA EMILIA RODRIGUEZ-VELEZ 
United States Attorney 

■f/cfer (3L. ^amir6^&a[b0 

Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Chief Civil Division 

USDC-PR-NO. 214902 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

Torre Chardon, Suite 1201 

350 Carlos Chardon Street 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918 

Phone Number: (787)766-5656 

Hector .E.Ramirez@usdoi .gov 
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VERIFIED DECLARATION 

I, Hector E. Ramirez-Carb6, Assistant U.S. Attorney, Chief Civil Division for the District . 
of Puerto Rico, declare under penalty of perjury as provided by Title 28, United States Code, 
Section 1746, the following: 

That the foregoing Complaint is based on reports and information furnished to me by the 
ICE-HSI; that everything contained therein is hue and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 

Executed in San luan, Puerto Rico, this __ lh day of U-^'^T , 2019. 


<SL (^amir63-&’arba 

Hdctor E. Ramfrez-Carb6 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Chief Civil Division 


VERIFIED DECLARATION 

I, Pedro N. Lopez, Special Agent, ICE-HSI, declare as provided by Title 28, United States 
Code. Section 1746, the following: 

I have read the contents of the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and the attached 
unsworn declaration thereto, and I find the same to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed in San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 2L day of _, 2019. 



Pedrohf. Lopez, Spe^iaFAgent 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement- 
Homeland Security Investigations (“ICE-HSI”) 
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UNSWORN DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 

TITLE 28 UNITED STATES CODE 1746 


Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746,1, Pedro N. Lopez, declare under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct: 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 

The affiant is a Special Agent employed with Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI). The affiant has been employed as a Special Agent with HSI since March of 2003. 
The Affiant attended the Criminal Investigator School and the Customs Basic 
Enforcement School at the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center. The affiant also 
attended the Immigration Cross- Training for legacy Customs Agents in Guaynabo, 
Puerto Rico. 

The affiant is currently assigned to the HSI Mayaguez office, Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico. As a Special Agent my job and responsibilities include conducting investigations 
of alleged manufacturing, distributing or possession of controlled substances (21 U.S.C. 
841 (a)(1)), importation of controlled substances (21 U.S.C. 952 (a)), and smuggling of 
goods into the United States (18 U.S.C. 545). My duties also include the enforcement of 
Immigration and Nationality laws and regulations to identify, locate, apprehend, and 
prosecute those individuals involved in the organized smuggling of aliens across the 
borders into the United States. 

Through investigations and training, the affiant has become familiar with 
narcotics and alien smuggling techniques, the types and amounts of profits made by drug 
dealers and methods, language, and terms, which are used to disguise the source and 
nature of the profits from their activities. 
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This affidavit is made in support of a Criminal Complaint filed against Roberto 
YANEZ-RODRIGUEZ for Title 21, United States Code, Section 841, selling and 
distribution of narcotics, and Title 18, United States Code, Section 924( C)(1)(A) In 
Possession of a firearm and ammunition, involving drags or violence. 

Because this declaration is submitted for a limited purpose, the undersigned has 
not included details of every aspect of this investigation. The undersigned is thoroughly 
familiar with the i nf ormation contained in this declaration, either through personal 
investigation or through discussion with other law enforcement officers who have 
interviewed individuals or personally have obtained information, which they in turn have 
reported to me. 


ITEM TO BE FORFEITED 

$445.00 in U.S. currency. 

INVESTIGATION 

This case was presented to HSI as a joint operation with PRPD and HSI Mayaguez 
as part of the Firearms initiative. 

1. On May 23, 2019, PRPD Case Agent Edwin Calderon Torres (hereinafter 
Calderon) received information from an anonymous person indicating that YANEZ- 
RODRIGUEZ arrived from the city of Boston after having been incarcerated for 
various crimes, with the intent to take control of drug sales at sector Guerreros, 
located in Aguadilla, PR. Subsequently, Calderon conducted criminal history checks 
on YANEZ-RODRIGUEZ and the same revealed that he in fact had various charges 
for assault and battery; vandalize property, witness intimidation, and other charges. 

2. On June 4, 2019, Calderon corroborated information previously provided by the 
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anonymous person. Calderon met with a confidential source (hereinafter CS) that 
stated that Robert YANEZ RODRIGUEZ AKA MECO lives at Barrio Guerreros 
sector las Parcelas Rafael Hernandez, calle Estrella de Aguadilla. The CS described 
YANEZ RODRIGUEZ as 5’8” tall approximately 25 years old and weighs 185 lbs, 
black hair with tattoos on his right ami, and both his legs. The CS stated that he/she 
knew YANEZ RODRIGUEZ for several years. The CS proceeded to show Calderon 
pictures of YANEZ RODRIGUEZ stored inside his/her cellphone and said that 
YANEZ RODRIGUEZ intended to control drug sales at sector Guerreros. The CS 
stated that YANEZ RODRIGUEZ is always armed with illegal firearms and has fired 
rounds into the air. CS stated that said subject stores firearms and narcotics at his 
residence and he travels in a 2017 Black in color Honda model HR-V bearing license 
plate #IWN-454. 

3.On June 13, 2019, at approximately 1500hrs, Calderon traveled to and arrived at las 
Parcelas Rafael Hernandez, Barrio Guerrero de Aguadilla and parked his vehicle with 
visibility towards YANEZ RODRIGUEZ’ residence. At approximately 1535hrs, 
assisted with binoculars, Calderon witnessed the Honda black in color bearing PR 
License plate #IWN-454 arrive at the aforementioned residence. Calderon witnessed 
YANEZ RODRIGUEZ exit his vehicle wearing red short pants and a gray sleeveless 
tank top type shirt, with his tattoos visibly shown on his right arm and both legs. 
YANEZ RODRIGUEZ wore a black bag strapped across his chest, he bent down and 
reached into said vehicle and removed a pistol from under the front driver’s seat and 
stored it inside his black bag. YANEZ RODRIGUEZ closed said vehicle and entered 
his residence. Several minutes later Calderon witnessed a white male, approximately 
25 years old with brown and dark sunglasses wearing a white t-shirt with designs and 
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beige jeans, arrive at YANEZ RODRIGUEZ’ residence riding a bicycle. The subject 
whistled and several seconds later, YANEZ RODRIGUEZ came from out of his 
residence, holding a paper bag in his hands and gave it to the mentioned subject. The 
subject removed from the bag several small transparent baggies also known as decks 
containing a white powdery substance, the subject returned the small bags into the 
paper bag and departed on his bicycle. Subsequently, Calderon departed from the 
location and solicited search warrants for said vehicle and residence and both were 
granted. 

4. On June 17, 2019, PRPD conducted firearms license queries for YANEZ 
RODRIGUEZ, and the same revealed that he had no license to carry a firearm. 

5. On June 18, 2019, the CS informed Calderon that YANEZ RODRIGUEZ left his 
residence and was headed on his aforementioned vehicle in direction towards a car 
wash near a gasoline station located on road 465 Barrio Guerrero. PRPD arrived on 
site and saw YANEZ RODRIGUEZ standing near his car. YANEZ RODRIGUEZ 
attempted to flee upon law enforcement presence but was subdued and detained. 
PRPD Agent Edgardo Jusino executed the search warrant for said vehicle. The search 
inside the truck (is it a truck or a Honda vehicle?) yielded the following: one (1) 
Drum type 40 caliber magazine with capacity to load 50 rounds, same was loaded 
with twenty-seven (27) 40 caliber rounds and one (1) black in color Gucci fanny bag, 
which contained two (2) 40 caliber magazines with capacity of 28 rounds, and one of 
the magazines was loaded with ten (10) 40 caliber rounds. Inside the vehicle on the 
front console, seventeen (17) small baggies containing a white powder that field 
tested positive for cocaine, was discovered along with two (2) additional baggies 
containing marihuana, which field tested positive for marihuana. In the glove 
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compartment, one (1) loaded Glock model 22, Pistol 40 caliber, bearing serial number 
TEW681 and one (1) magazine containing (13) rounds was discovered. In addition, 
YANEZ RODRIGUEZ had in his possession four hundred and forty-five ($445.00) 
dollars in U.S. currency and one (1) cellphone Samsung model Galaxy. The search 
warrant served at the residence yielded one (1) baggie containing marihuana found on 
the floor and one (1) baggie containing cocaine found near a shoe box; both baggies 
were found in his bedroom. 

6. Through investigations and training, the affiant has become familiar with the types 
and amounts of profits made by drug dealers and methods, language, and terms, 
which are used to disguise the source and nature of the profits from their activities. 

The investigation revealed that firearms and am m unition are not manufactured in 
Puerto Rico and therefore the one seized from, YANEZ RODRIGUEZ must have 
traveled in interstate or foreign commerce. 

The 2017 Honda model HR-V bearing Puerto Rico License plate #IWN-454, 
which is suspected to be stolen, is registered to Jose G. Rodriguez Feliciano 
addressed at Gurabo, Puerto Rico. 

7. A query in the criminal records of, YANEZ RODRIGUEZ revealed that he was 
previously convicted in Springfield Massachusetts for crimes punishable by 
imprisonment for a term of one year for Assault and Battery and intimidation of court 
officials. 

Based on the facts listed above, there is probable cause to believe the seized currency 
represents drug proceeds in Puerto Rico in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 881. ICE hereby requests 
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that the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Puerto Rico initiate judicial forfeiture action 
against the subject property $445.00 in U.S, currency under 21 U.S.C. § 881. 

Signed under penalty of perjury, in San Juan, Puerto Rico this 2 ^ Ul of Aa\ J 2 019. 



Homeland Security Investigations (“ICE-HSI”) 
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